
FALL 2022 DOUGLAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Recycling Resources  
Reduce, reuse, and recycle! We know the mantra but how do we put it into action and is it 
worth it? Electronics, paints, and other toxic liquids all contribute to air and water pollution. 
Those heavy metals  in these products leach out into the water and air, creating pollution 
plumes around landfills, for example. It’s also illegal to dispose of electronics in landfills in 
Colorado. It’s pretty easy math: recycle those items and reduce the pollution in our 
environment. Read on for actions you can take at home. 

Electronics - Douglas County residents may recycle their electronics for free and year-round 
through Dec. 30 at Techno Rescue, 3251 Lewiston Street, Suite 10 in Aurora, Monday through 
Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on occasional Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Check-in 
at the Front Office and state the drop-off is for the Douglas County event. Proof of Residency 
will be required (photo id and verification of address such as driver’s license or state id). For 
questions or additional information, please call Techno Rescue at 303-482-2207. For more 
information about electronics recycling, read this article - www.colorado.edu/ecenter/
electronic-waste.  

Paints and Other Toxic liquids - In place of a one-time annual event, the Douglas County 
Health Department is partnering with Waste Management to provide Douglas County 
residents with a low-cost household service for hazardous waste removal year-round. Get 
details and sign up for your household pick-up at Waste Management’s website. The cost is 
$30 for Douglas County residents. 
For more information, follow this link https://www.douglas.co.us/health-department/
household-waste-management/. 

Stuff for Reuse - sites like Freecycle.org offer ways for folks to reuse and repurpose all kinds of 
things. One less item in the landfill is a plus. There are many other sites offering to sell or give 
away unwanted items such as Facebook Marketplace. 
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There’s an App For That 
These days our cell phones are invaluable computers that 
provide a plethora of resources. We noticed that the young 
people in our lives are tuned into these tools. Any tool that 
helps kids make the connection with our natural resources is 
OK with us. We’ve summarized a couple conservation related 
apps worth sharing with you below. 

iNaturalist - available for free from your app store, this app 
lets users participate in citizen science by collaborating with 
other users to identify and geolocate plants and animals. 
Users can see what other users have identified in any location. 
Not sure what you’ve got? Load it up to iNaturalist and other 
users can chime in to help identify it on the app. iNaturalist is 
a joint initiative of the California Academy of Sciences and the 
National Geographic Society.

PictureThis, Botanist in Your Pocket - available for purchase 
from your app store, this app is an all-around robust plant 
resource for your toolbox. PictureThis aims to identify plants, 
diagnose plant problems, offers detailed plant care guides, 
identifies toxic plants, provides consultation, and provides a 
growing super-rich database to its users. 

While we keep our plant ID books handy, this app is fairly 
accurate in our experience. 
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Board 
Supervisors 

Needed

Are you interested in the 
success of our local 
conservation programs? 

Are you a resident of 
Douglas County? 

Are you available every 
fourth Monday for Board 
of Supervisor Meetings? 

Then you might have 
what it takes to be on the 
Board of Supervisors for 
t h e D o u g l a s C o u n t y 
Conservation District. Our 
Board is comprised of 
v o l u n t e e r E l e c t e d 
Officials. 

Contact Heather Kelly, 
District Manager for more 
information and to get 
involved.

https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.picturethisai.com/app
http://www.douglasconserves.org
mailto:Heather@Douglasconserves.org
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Volunteers at the East Plum Creek 
Restoration Partnership 
Conservation partners allow the Conservation District to gather high-quality data facilitated by 
volunteer naturalists and scientists from our community. The 
Douglas Land Conservancy’s Sharon Hines leads the ecological 
baseline studies at the East Plum Creek Restoration Partnership 
at CALF’s Lowell Ranch in Castle Rock. Bird studies, invertebrate 
studies, as well as plant inventories are underway as part of our 
sustainability plan. Understanding what is on the ground and 
what is in the water prior to our conservation work in the 
southern reach of the project will provide a benchmark to gauge 

the value of 
future stream 
restoration.  

Entomologists Dr. Boris Kondratieff and Dr. 
Whitney Cranshaw were on site this June to 
survey the aquatic and terrestr ial 
invertebrate life at East Plum Creek. Both 
entomologists were sampling at three 
places along the creek corridor. In-stream 
sampling occurred under rocks and where 

woody debris was installed by the Mile High 
Youth Corps. Terrestrial invertebrate sampling 
occurred within 50 feet on either side of the 
creek. To capture a good representation of the 
invertebrates at CALF’s Lowell Ranch.  

CALF’s Lowell Ranch is both a working, historic 
ranch and a conservation easement.  

The District is so thankful for the Douglas Land 
Conservancy for their willingness to volunteer 
their time and expertise on this important wildlife 
corridor. 
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mailto:Heather@Douglasconserves.org
https://douglaslandconservancy.org/
http://thecalf.org/index.html


FALL 2022 DOUGLAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Annual Plant Sale Kick Off - Online sales will start on Monday, October 31, 2022, at  the Shop 
page at DouglasConserves.org. All proceeds of this annual 
fundraiser support local conservation programs. We thank 
you for your support.  We specialize in native and adaptive 
plants that grow well in our soil and climate conditions. 
These plants are on a pre-order basis, and they will not be 
shipped to you. Pick-Up Day is Friday, May 12, 2023. Plants 
are sourced from local nurseries for the most robust 
stock. 

Regular Monthly Meeting of the Board of Supervisors -  
This meeting is open to the public. Join us to learn what the District is doing in the County. 
Contact Heather@DouglasConserves.org or at (303) 218 - 2622 to get involved. 

Family Water Conservation Workshop - The Douglas County School District kicks off the One 
Book One District event featuring the book If You Come To Earth by award winning author 
Sophie Blackall.  

Participate in family-oriented, hands-on activities that demonstrate 
several fun ways that you can conserve water at home. Sessions may 
include Water Cycle Investigation, Indoor and Outdoor Conservation, 
Native Plants, and Water Critters. This event is 80% indoors, 20% outdoors 
(weather permitting). Dress for the weather and bring a refillable water 
jug. Snacks are provided. 

When - Saturday, November 5, 2022, 10am to 12:30pm 
Where - CALF’s Lowell Ranch, 2330 East Frontage Road, Castle Rock, CO 80104. Located just 
south of Creekside Bible Church in Castle Rock. 
Why - Raise awareness of local water conservation and protect our local water sources 
How -  Families register online, space is limited.  REGISTER HERE.  
Where to learn more - Contact Heather Kelly, District Manager of the Douglas County 
Conservation District at (303) 218 - 2622 or email Heather@DouglasConserves.org  
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Events! 

Native Plant 
Education

Stream Health 
and 

Invertebrates
Water Cycle Water 

Conservation
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College $cholarships 
Are you or someone you know headed to college? Your Conservation District awards a $4,000 
scholarship every year. Many of our scholarship recipients have gone on to have rewarding 
careers in the environmental and agricultural sciences. Check out our website for scholarship 
details. 

Class Content for Teachers 
The Diggin My Doug Program teaches kids about their deeper connection 
with their natural environment and is key to our mission. These interactive 
classes are available for FREE to teachers in Douglas County School District. 
We have two versions to offer at this time: Butterflies! For grades K-2 led by 

Kathy Okon and The Soil Food Web - A Party Beneath Your Feet, curriculum produced by Jessica 
Goldstrohm of The Bees Waggle. Contact Heather for more information. 

Educators Needed! 
Are you passionate about conservation? Do you want to inspire kids to be good stewards of the 
land? If so, please contact Heather at (303) 218 2622 or Heather@DouglasConserves.org to get 
involved.  

Grants  
We offer cost-share grants for noxious weed mitigation and fire mitigation for properties in 
Douglas County. The maximum grant amount is $500 for individuals. 

Noxious weed mitigation is defined as controlling List A and B Noxious Weed Species, as 
defined by the Colorado Department of Agriculture. Mitigation includes chemical applications, 
biocontrols for weeds such as goats or agents (insects for example) from the Palisade 
Insectary.  

Fire mitigation includes creating defensible space around a home through ladder-fuels 
removal and heavy-fuels reduction, creating tree crown spacing via whole tree removal and 
brush removal. Contractor costs and equipment rental is typical in this category.  

Mini Grants are also available to educators for conservation-related projects through the 
Douglas County School District Office of Sustainability . Contact Beth Church for details, 
bachurch@dcsdk12.org  
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Colorado State Forest Service - Tips for watering trees 
Water deeply and slowly. Apply water so it moistens the critical root zone (from near the trunk 
of the tree to the dripline) to a depth of 12 inches. Methods for watering include a deep root 
fork or needle, soaker hose or soft spray wand. Apply water to many locations under the 
dripline. If a deep root fork or needle is used, insert the device no deeper than eight inches into 
the soil. 

Consistent moisture is essential. Maintaining consistent soil moisture allows for better root 
water absorption. Drought stressed or over-watered trees are more vulnerable to disease and 
insect infestations, as well as branch dieback. 

Generally, a newly planted tree should be watered every three to five days during the growing 
season, depending on weather and soil conditions. Remember that newly planted trees also 
need water during dry periods in the winter months. Try to water at least once a month in the 
dormant season. 

Use the following “rule of thumb” for applying the proper amount of water: apply 10 gallons of 
water per inch of tree diameter; for instance a one-inch tree will require 10 gallons of water 
each time it is watered. For mature trees 10 inches in diameter or more, apply 15 gallons of 
water per inch of tree diameter. Use a ruler to measure your tree’s diameter. 

Mulch helps conserve and is critical to soil moisture. Apply organic mulch within the drip line, 
at a depth of three to four inches. It’s best to eliminate turf prior to adding mulch. Leave a six-
inch space between the mulch and trunk of trees. Mulch materials may include wood chips, 
bark, leaves and evergreen needles.
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Truax Flex II Seed Drill is available for rent. 
Get that pasture tuned up. Did you know 
that native grasses will outcompete weeds 
given the right circumstances?  Native grass 
and wildflower seed is available online at  
DouglasConserves.org/Shop. Plan ahead 
and book your seeding now. Rental starts at 
$150.

No-Till Seed Drill 
Rental 

https://douglasconserves.org/shop/
http://www.douglasconserves.org
https://douglasconserves.org/shop/
mailto:Heather@Douglasconserves.org
https://csfs.colostate.edu/colorado-trees/selecting-planting-and-caring-for-trees/
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